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Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
January 1, 2023 

 

We seek God’s blessings as did Mary. Because of 

her Son, we can confidently call God, “Abba”! 

New Year’s Message 2023 
 

Beloved Parishioners, 
 

Today, the first day in the year of our Lord 2023, I wish each of you a happy New Year thanking God to 
have brought us to witness another year. We cannot thank the Lord enough for the opportunity to step 
into another year to experience His bounteous love. 
 

As we begin this year, I encourage everyone to have absolute trust in God’s abundant mercy that is 
unlimited. We can make best use of this opportunity when we realize that He is always near us. It is 
possible there may have been some challenges in the past year, but we have to put everything behind 
us and move on with trust, enthusiasm and hope that the year would be better. At this point, I would 
recommend that whatever resentment, anger, bitterness or hurt we may have experienced last year 
should be put aside. If there are people, situations or relationships that have caused us pain in the last 
year, the beginning of this year is an opportunity to let go of such pain and move on with a clean mind 
and heart. There is also need to take good appraisal of oneself in the light of our relationship with God, 
our family members, and friends to see how we can improve in this relationship. 
 

Beloved parishioners, I want to let you know that from the beginning of this month, the parish office will 
be open Monday, Wednesday & Thursday from 8am to 5pm, Tuesday from 10:30am to 5pm and Friday 
from 8am to 12noon. We make the adjustments based on our observations of the trend of things as it is 
not helpful spending extra hours on light and time when there is no one to attend to. However, if there is 
any need in the future to adjust, we would let you know.  
 

I would also like to mention that beginning this January, the third Sunday of each quarter after 10:30am 
Mass would be a day with all the new parishioners who have come into the parish. They would have 
lunch together with the priests, deacons, school principal, the parish staff and one or two members of 
the parish council. The goal is to help every new person coming to the parish to feel very welcome and 
to get a good understanding of the parish workings from all those that work within the parish circle so 
that they can be helped with anything they might need.   
 

Furthermore, starting from this year, there would be an annual parish report to give every parishioner 
which will be a summary report of what has taken place in the parish every year. The idea is to get   
everyone to be in the know of every aspect of the parish. The report would come out by the end of 
January every year. We are working to get the report of this previous year finished and presented to the 
parish.  
 

I will not end this write up without reminding us of the All First Friday Adoration that has been             
established in the parish. As I have mentioned many times during my homilies and writings, coming   
before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament in Adoration is a great value that you cannot exhaust its       
richness. Once again, I wish everyone a happy new year filled with the grace, peace and love that come 
from the Lord.                                                                                               Fr. Tony Okolo C.S.S.P., V.F. 
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Theme: Mary Kept All These Things in Her Heart 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God Year A. New Year’s Day 2023 
 

First Reading Num 6:22-27, Second Gal 4:4-7, Gospel Lk 2:16-21 
 

The first reading of today is a prayer of blessing given to Moses by God as the 
format of blessing over the people. It is very profound that such prayer comes in 
as our first reading today as the year begins. God’s blessing is what we all need 
especially as we step into a new year today. As no one knows how the year will 
unfold for each of us, God’s blessing becomes very necessary for us. Besides, it 
would be something of great value if we take time to reflect on the various ways 
we were blessed by God in the last year. Whenever we count our blessings, we 
realize God’s merciful love upon us and it becomes real for us that God is always 
with us in our journey. 
 

In that prayer of blessing in the first reading Moses says, “May the Lord bless you 
and keep you and may His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.” We 
need God’s protection because He is the only one who holds the key to life. We 
need His protection because every day we are in constant battle against the     
enemy. We need God’s protection because only in His love are we surely          
secured. Furthermore, when His face shines upon us as we heard in today’s   
reading His favors come alive and the manifestation of joy, peace and blessings 
abound. God’s face to shine upon us is to radiate His love by walking in His path. 
These are the graces God wants His people to be blessed with and we claim it to 
be our own blessing today as this year begins. 
 

The gospel presents us with the story of the shepherds who went in haste to see 
the newborn Child on hearing the news of the birth of Jesus. It is very amazing to 
note that the shepherds were the first people to hear about the news of the birth 
of such a great savior. The shepherds are one of the filthiest people because of 
the nature of the profession but they are the people to receive the news of the  
holiest person. The symbolism is that it was for this people that Jesus was born. 
This reveals that He came for the unclean, dirty, and filthy. The testimony of the 
shepherd about Jesus was kept in the silence of Mary’s heart. Whenever we are 
confronted with overwhelming situations in our lives the value of silence is the 
best route to take. We pray that Our Blessed Mother continues to intercede for us 
as we begin this new year. 
 

Let the New Year be a blessing for us where the face of God will shine upon us to 
experience His gracious love. 
 

Happy New Year to all.                                           Father Tony Okolo C.S.Sp., V.F. 
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Mass Intentions & Readings 
Sun.   Jan.  1 Nm 6:22-27 

Gal 4:4-7 
Lk 2:16-21    7:00 am 

   8:45 am 
 10:30 am  
 12:30 pm  

Candidates & Catechumens in RCIA 
All those who are incarcerated           
Parishioners                      
For the Poor 

Mon. Jan.  2 1 Jn 2:22-28 Jn 1:19-28    8:30 am 
 

Clarissa Betancourt                                                         (Staff) 

Tues. Jan.  3 1 Jn 2:29-3:6 Jn 1:29-34 
 

   8:30 am   
   

Patti Miller   S/I                                                     (Anna & Dan)   
                                      

Wed. Jan.  4 1 Jn 3:7-10 Jn 1:35-42    8:30 am 
   5:30 pm 

Rigoberto Garcia Santos                                  (Gomez Family)          
Jose Guadalupe RE                                       (Amaro Family)                                                                         

Thurs. Jan.  5 1 Jn 3:11-21 Jn 1:43-51    8:30 am Theresa Fronabarger                                      (Son & Family)                                       

Fri. Jan.  6 1 Jn 5:5-13 Mk 1:7-11    8:30 am 
   6:30 pm 

Healing Mass 
Healing Mass 

Sat. Jan.  7 1 Jn 5:14-21 
Is 60:1-6 
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Jn 2:1-11 
Mt 2:1-12 

  8:30 am 
  4 :00 pm 
  5:45 pm              

Royce Hansen                                             (Doug Johnston)                                                                                     
Hank Glick                                                (Linda Samuelson) 
Charles Ely                                                       (Your Family) 

Sun. Jan. 
  

8 
 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
Ti 2:11-14,3:4-7 

Lk 3:15-16, 
21-22 

   7:00 am 
   8:45 am 
 10:30 am                
 12:30 pm                            

Parishioners                 
For all those in mourning 
For all the loved ones we have lost                                      
For all suffering from injury                             

Deceased of our Parish 

Family 
 

Laura Phillips 

Robert Goyette 

Arturo Ortaliz 

 

Altar Flowers 
 In Loving Memory of 

 

Theresa Fronabarger 
 

With Love 
Son & Family 

OFFICE CLOSURES 
      

The Parish Office will be closed all day on 
Monday, January 2nd. We will return on    

Tuesday, January 3rd. 
      

In the event of an emergency, please call 
928-855-2685 

 

Happy New Year 

SCHOOL WINTER BREAK 
The school and the school office will be 

closed from December 22, 2022 at 
1:30 pm until January 9, 2023 for winter 

break. We wish everyone a safe and 
joyous Christmas Season. 

 

The Parish Council has placed a suggestion Box in the Narthex for your input. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, please fill out a suggestion card and place it in the box. 

All comments will remain confidential. Thank you in advance for your participation. 
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New Parish Office Hours 
Mon. 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Tues. 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 
Wed. 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Thurs. 8:00am - 5:00pm 
Fri. 8:00am - 12:00pm 

TAX LETTERS 
Your tax letters will be automatically sent   

out by the end of January to all 
registered parishioners.   

If you have moved or changed your          
mailing address, please contact the 

Parish Office by calling 928-855-2685. 

Thank You for your 
Donations Towards 

Our Christmas 
Decorations 

 

A huge bouquet of thank 
you, to everyone that made a generous  
donation towards our Christmas flowers 
and decorations this year. The Church 
looks beautiful for the Holiday Season. 

 

 Thank you for  

your Stewardship 
 

Plate Collection for December 17 & 18, 2022 
  

Envelope, Loose Checks & Cash          $13,411.00 
 

Online Giving Dec. 12 - Dec. 18 - Plate Collection 
(Please visit www.ourladyofthelakeromancatholicparish.org to establish 

an online giving account.) 

                                                                     $4,863.00 
  

TOTAL                                 $18,274.00 
  

Budgeted for the week of December 18          $24,202.00 

DEFICIT:                         $5,927.00 

Year To Date Actual for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

                                                                        $353,380.00 
Year To Date  Budgeted for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

                                                                        $564,665.00 

Year To Date Deficit For Fiscal Year 2022-2023 $211,285 

This does not include the school financials.  

Parish Calendars 
The 2023 Parish calendars are 
available in the Narthex of the 
Church for a small donation. 

Contact Us - Our Lady 
of the Lake 

Parish Office Departments, 
Ministries, & School 

Unbound: Freedom in Christ 

Do you feel hopeless in finding freedom, despite your 
best efforts? Do you find yourself struggling with the 
same area of sin time after time? Join Dcn. Patrick and 
Kalala for eight weeks to learn and experience the    
Unbound prayer model of prayer using the 5 keys found 
in Neal Lozano’s book Unbound. By learning the Five 
Keys to Freedom people learn how to win their        
ongoing spiritual battles, and experience liberation to be 
who they were meant to be and live the life they were 

meant to live. 

Neal Lozano's model for deliverance is widely endorsed 
by Catholic bishops and priests throughout the 
world. Unbound guides people to surrender more fully 

to Jesus and encounter the truth that sets them free. 

We will offer this 8-week study on three days.  Mondays 
online via Webex at 6:30pm beginning January 30th, 
Wednesdays, in person, beginning February 1st at 
9:30am or Thursday's, in person, beginning February 
2nd at 9:30am in the JPII garage. The cost for           
materials is $30.00.  Please call Martha at the Parish 

Office to register. 
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First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
We have an opportunity to come before Jesus in 
the Eucharist for Adoration. Every first Friday of 
the month we will have All Day Eucharistic       
Adoration following the 8:30 am Healing Mass. At 
3 pm we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, at      
5:30 pm we will have confessions followed by a     
Healing Mass at 6:30 pm. From 9 am to 6:30 pm 
we have an opportunity to come to church and 
spend time with Jesus in prayer & adoration. 
Please stop by the Narthex to sign up for an   
Adoration time slot for Friday, January 6th. 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship Group 
We are a group of men who come together every 
first Thursday of the month from 7:00 am to    
8:00 am to pray and share our faith. Our next 
meeting is on Thursday, January 5, 2023, in the 
Holy Family Parish Center. Just bring your Bible, 
we furnish the rest, including breakfast. 

Italy’s Religious Treasures 
A 12 Day Pilgrimage to Italy 

Our next pilgrimage with Fr. Tony will be a 

journey to some of the Religious       

Treasures of Italy. These include Vatican 

City (the Basilica of Saint Peter with an 

Angelus with Pope Francis), San Giovanni 

Rotondo (Sanctuary of Padre pio), Cascia 

(Monastery of Santa Rita), Assisi (Saint 

Francis Basilica of Santa Maria degli     

Angeli), The dates for this pilgrimage are 

Sept. 11-22, 2023. The tour price is $5,800 

(all inclusive). For more information pick 

up a registration packet at our parish 

office, or to register online visit   

https://alexinternationaltours.com 

With Heartfelt Thanks 
 

St Vincent dePaul Society would like to thank 
all the Parishioners who so graciously 

participated in the 
Giving Tree this year. 

Your donations made it 
possible for many 

families to have a much 
brighter Christmas. 

Santo Nino Novena 
The Santo Nino Novena will continue every Friday 
until Friday, January 13, 2023. This is hosted by  
different families (in person attendance). The 
Santo Nino celebration will be on Sunday, 
January 15, 2023 at 10:30 am Mass followed by 
the Sinulog Celebration in the new St. Joseph’s 
Hall. 
 

Addresses for the scheduled Novenas 
will be available at the Parish Office. 
For further detail please contact Maria 
at 928-486-3106. 

Havasu Columbian Bingo 

Share the Word 
On Fridays after the 8:30 am morning mass, we gather 
in the John Paul II Garage for Share the Word on the 
upcoming Sunday readings. It is a great way to get   
prepared for the reading & share in some great 
fellowship with others.  
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Small Faith Sharing Group 
Leaders and Participants 

 

God speaks to us in many ways. 
Small groups are an amazing way for Him to do 
just that. They are an opportunity to gather in a 
smaller setting outside of Mass, and they give us 
an additional chance to get to know each other 
better and grow deeper in our faith. We want to 
begin having Small Faith Sharing Groups, and 
are looking for those who would like to lead a 
Small Faith Sharing Group. To lead a Small Faith 
Sharing Group or be a part of one, please      
contact Dcn. Patrick at 928-855-2685 or 
at ptoilolo@ourladylhc.org. 

What Biblical Readings 
Are Said at Mass? 

Sunday Mass includes two readings (the first excerpted 
from the Old Testament, except during Easter, and the 
second usually from a New Testament book or letter) 

and the Gospel, while daily Mass usually has one     
reading and the Gospel. A responsorial psalm is said or 
sung in between the readings. All these readings show 

the continuity of the work of salvation from the Old           
Testament through the writings of the 
apostles, highlighted by the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The responsorial psalm, 

with its chanting and singing of the 
psalms, dates back to the Jewish 
liturgy before the time of Christ. 

Youth Ministry Events 

January 2023 
2nd - No Jr. High Session 
4th - No Sr. High Session 
5th - No Sacraments Class 
9th - Jr. High Session 
11th - Holy Half Hour - Sr. High 
12th - Sacraments Class 
16th - No Jr. High Session 
18th - Sr. High Session 
19th - Sacraments Class 
23rd - Jr. High Session 
25th - Game Night - Bowling (Havasu Lanes) 
26th - Sacraments Class 

Calling All Catechists! 
 

We are in search of assistance with our   
Sacrament Preparation Class for our teens 
6th through 12th grade. We are looking for 
someone who has a desire to pass on the 
faith and is open once a week for 1.5 hours. 
Safe Environment Training is required. 
Teaching experience is a plus! If you would 
like to volunteer or have any 
questions please contact     
Elliott Seidel at the Parish 
office or email 
eseidel@ourladylhc.org. 

Quinceañera 
 

We are offering 
preparation classes for 
Quinceañeras. 
 
We will start with a      
meeting on January 6, 
2023 in the JPII Garage 
from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  
 
For more information 
about the program and 

registration call Laura Hernandez at the Parish 
Office (928) 855-2685. 

Quinceañera 
 

Estamos Ofreciendo 
Clases de Preparación 
para Quinceañeras. 
 

Comenzamos con una 
junta en Enero el 6 del 
2023 en la casa de JPII 
a las 6:00 pm hasta las 
7:00 pm. 
 

Para más información 
sobre este programa y 

registraciones llame a Laura Hernandez en 
la Oficina Parroquial (928) 855-2685. 
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Entrance Song 

—————————————–————— 
Angels We Have Heard on High 

Crown of Jesus Music 
 

     Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing 
o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply echo 
back their joyous strains.   
     Refrain:  Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in   
excelsis Deo. 
     Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous 
strains prolong?  Say what the tidings may be, 
which inspire your heav’nly song. 

Offertory Song 

——————————————————  
Hail Mary, Gentle Woman 

Carey Landry 
 

     Refrain: Gentle woman, quiet light, morning 
star, so strong and bright, gentle mother, 
peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love. 
     You were chosen by the Father; you were    
chosen for the Son. You were chosen from all 
women and for woman, shining one. 
     Blessed are you among women, blest in turn all 
women, too. Blessed they with peaceful spirits. 
Blessed they with gentle hearts. 

Psalm 67 
 

May God bless us in his mercy. 

Glory to God 
Tony Alonso  

     Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, on earth peace 
to people of good will. 
     We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you we give you thanks for your great 
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty  
Father. 
     Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son, Lord 
God, Lamb of God Son of the Father, you take 
away the sins of the world have mercy on us; you 
take away the sins of the world, receive our Prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
     For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. 

Communion Songs 

————————————————–——      
What Child Is This? 

William Chatterton Dix 
 

     What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s 
lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems 
sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
     Refrain: This, this is Christ the King, whom 
shepherds guard and angels sing: haste, haste 
to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.  
     Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and 
ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear: for sinners 
here the silent word is pleading.  
     So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, 
peasant king, to own him, the King of kings       
salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 

The Angels Sang 
Margaret Pleasant Douroux 

 

     How precious is the gift God gave to all       
mankind, there is no greater gift I know you’ll ever 
find. 
     Refrain: The angels sang hallelujah, glory 
hallelujah! Peace on earth good will to men; 
Jesus Christ is born. 
     God, let this child be born in a manger filled 
with hay. A bright and shining star showed wise 
men where he lay. 
     When that great child was born, his parents 
loved him so, but when the time had come, they 
knew that he would go. 
     God let this child be born to save this world 
from sin. It was the greatest gift that God could 
give to men. 
 

Closing Song 

——————————————————— 
Joy to the World 

Isaac Watts 

  

     Joy to the world! The Lord has come: let earth  
receive her King: let every heart prepare him 
room. And heaven and nature sing, and heaven 
and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and   
nature sing. 
     Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: let us our 
songs employ: while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 
and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 
sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Words and music used with permission. CCLI License #1680760 is printed 
with copyright permission from OCP Publications, 5536 N.E. Hassalo,    
Portland, OR. 97213/GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason  Avenue,      
Chicago, Il. 60638  

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ADVERTIZE 
IN OUR BULLETIN! 



Canto de Comunión 

————————————— 
Vamos todos a Belén 

Tradicional 
 

     Vamos todos a Belén con amor y gozo;   
adoremos al Señor nuestro Redentor. 
     Derrama una estrella divino dulzor, hermosa 
doncella nos da al Salvador. 
     La Noche fue día, un ángel bajó, nadando   
entre luces, que así nos habló.  
     Felices pastores, la dicha triunfó; 
el cielo se rasga, la vida nació.  
     Felices suspiros mi pecho dará y ardiente mi 
lengua tu amor cantará.  

Canto de Salida 

———————————–—– 
Santa María Del Camino 

Juan A. Espinosa 
 

     Mientras recorres la vida, Tú nunca solo estás, 
Contigo por el camino, Santa María va. 
     Ven con nosotros a caminar, Santa María 
ven. Ven con nosotros a caminar, Santa María 
ven. 
     Aunque te digan algunos, que nada puede 
cambiar, lucha por un mundo nuevo, lucha por la 
verdad. 
     Si por el mundo los hombres sin conocerse 
van, no niegues nunca tu mano al que contigo  
esta. 
     Aunque parezcan tus pasos inútil caminar, tú 
vas haciendo caminos: otros los seguirán. 

Words and music used with permission. CCLI License #1680760 is printed with copyright permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A-706032 

Canto de Entrada 

————–———————–— 

 Del Cielo Ha Bajado 
Tradicional 

 

     Del cielo ha bajado la Madre de Dios.        
Cantemos al ave de su concepción. 
     Ave, ave, ave María. Ave, ave, María 
     Del verbo divino de Cristo Jesús,      Santísima 
Madre, María, eres tú. 
     Oh Virgen sin mancha, oh Madre de amor. El 
ángel te ofrezca mi salutación.  
     Tú eres el orgullo de Dios creador, y el fruto 
más digno de la redención. 
     Las gracias emanan del trono de Dios, y todas 
confluyen en tu corazón.  

Salmo 66 
Ten piedad de nosotros, Señor, y 

bendícenos.  

Canto de Ofertorio 

—————————————— 
Ave Maria 

Tradicional 
 

     María, Dios te salve María. Llena eres de    
gracia, el Señor es contigo.  
     Bendita entre todas las mujeres y bendito es el 
fruto de tu vientre, Jesús. 
     Santa María, Madre de Dios, ruega por        
nosotros ahora y el la hora de nuestra muerte 
amen. 

ORACIÓN PARA HACER UNA 
COMUNIÓN ESPIRITUAL 

(Para aquellos que no pueden recibir la comunión en este momento) 
 

Creo Señor mío que estás realmente presente en el 
Santísimo  Sacramento del altar. Te amo sobre todas 

las  cosas y deseo ardientemente recibirte dentro de mi 
alma; pero, no pudiendo hacerlo ahora 

sacramentalmente, ven al menos espiritualmente a mi 
corazón. Y como si te hubiese recibido, te abrazo y me 
uno todo a Ti Oh Señor, no permitas que me separe de 

Ti.  Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
(For those who are not able to receive Communion at this time) 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart.  I  embrace 

You as if You were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be separate 

from you. Amen 

Oración a San Miguel Arcángel 

San Miguel Arcángel, defiéndenos en la lucha; sé nuestro  
amparo contra la maldad y asechanzas del demonio. Pedimos 

suplicantes que Dios lo mantenga bajo su  imperio;  y tu,  
Príncipe de la milicia celestial, arroja al infierno, con el poder       
divino, a Satanás y a los otros espíritus malvados que andan 

por el mundo para la perdición de las almas. Amén. 

Prayer to Saint Michael, the Archangel 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be 
our defense against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 

and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 
power of God, thrust into hell, Satan and all the evil 
spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin 

of souls. Amen. 


